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Signing Day changes 


You think you know Signing 
Day? This new early period for ý 
football isn’t going to 
look anything like oo) 
the longtime 

February date. 
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DUI law struck down 


BY NOLAN CLAY 
Staff Writer 
nclay@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma Supreme Court on 
Tuesday struck down a new drunken 
driving law for the same reason that has 
doomed many other legislative efforts. 

The law didn’t stick to just one thing. 

A majority of justices agreed the new 


41-page law was unconstitutional “in 
its entirety” because it violated the sin- 
gle subject rule. 

Those justices also specifically found 
unconstitutional the section of the law 
that allowed the seizure and destruction 
of a driver’s license without an admin- 
istrative hearing. Justices said that 
section violated a driver’s due process 
rights. 


The 2017 Impaired Driving Elimina- 
tion Act 2 would have revamped how 
drunken driving suspects are handled in 
several ways. 

Most notable is that it would have 
no longer allowed a DUI suspect to 
fight the loss of his license through an 
administrative hearing at the Depart- 
ment of Public Safety. 

Also notable was that it would have 


‘Tis the season for holiday travel 


pec. Alan Jones talks with his son, Jack, 5, on Tuesday as they wait to board a plane for 
Florida at Will Rogers World Airport in Oklahoma City. See story, more pictures, 5A 
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Opioid panel makes recommendations 


BY MEG WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
mwingerter@oklahoman.com 


The Oklahoma attorney 
general’s commission fight- 
ing the opioid crisis proposed 
at a meeting Tuesday a mix 
of changes to law enforce- 
ment, new rules for prescrib- 
ers and increased data collec- 
tion. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 

Merciful God, may the sick and 
infirm experience the healing 
power of Your love. Amen. 


IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE 


CHRIST 


MAS 


The commission, which has 
met multiple times this year 
under the direction of Attor- 
ney General Mike Hunter, laid 
out five initial recommenda- 
tions for lawmakers when they 
return for regular session in 
February. 

They proposed lawmakers 
create penalties for traffick- 
ing fentanyl, a synthetic opi- 
oid that is more powerful than 
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heroin; requiring doctors to 
use electronic prescriptions, 
which are more difficult to 
duplicate or forge; creating a 
“Good Samaritan” law that 
would prevent prosecution for 
people who call for help dur- 
ing an overdose; setting up a 
database to track overdoses; 
and urging changes to Drug 
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made it illegal for a DUI suspect to 
refuse a breath test after arrest. 

It also would have significantly 
expanded the use of ignition interlock 
devices in vehicles. 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
strongly supported it. 

Four DUI attorneys challenged the 
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Feds join 
health 
agency 
inquiry 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


The FBI and other federal officials are 
now part of the ongoing investigation 
into the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health’s finances. 

Oklahoma Attorney General Mike 
Hunter announced Tuesday that attor- 
neys and investigators with his office 
will work with federal authorities and 
the state auditor’s office to scrutinize 
movement and management of both 
state and federal monies at the state 
Health Department. 

The FBI and the Office of the Inspec- 
tor General of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services are now 
both involved in the investigation. 

“I appreciate the collaboration of the 
FBI and HHS in insuring that we can 
conduct a thorough and exacting review 
of the situation at OSDH,” Attorney 
General Hunter said in a statement. “We 
will get to the bottom of what happened 
there.” 

Interim Health Commissioner Pres- 
ton Doerflinger has said the department 
used “accounting tricks” for several 
years to create an illusion that it had a 
balanced budget. In reality, he said, offi- 
cials have spent more money than the 
department took in since 2011. 

Lawmakers issued a $30 million emer- 
gency appropriation to the state Health 
Department during a recent special ses- 
sion, in part, to make sure the agency 
could make payroll. 

The Health Department’s muddy 
finances also are being investigated by 
an Oklahoma multicounty grand jury 
and a House of Representatives Special 
Investigation Committee. 

On Tuesday, Deborah Nichols, former 
chief operating officer for the Health 
Department, testified that the problems 
at the agency stemmed from misman- 
agement and sloppy accounting prac- 
tices over a period of years. 

Nichols resigned in November, one 
of a series of top executives who have 
exited the Health Department in recent 
months. 
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